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By Sid Smith 

The solo performer has been a crucial fixture in the dance world for decades now, 

eminently acceptable as an aesthetic enterprise, not always easy to manage from a 

practical standpoint. 

In a move to join forces programmatically, and highlight some of the ties and contrasts in their work, two soloists, Meredith Miller 

and Erica Mott, have teamed up for "Hexes and Heroes," an outing to play Friday through Sunday at Links Hall. The presentation is 

made up mostly of works in progress, with each performer alternating with her colleague throughout the concert--it's less sculpted 

double bill, more back and forth endeavor. But they share one important aesthetic--both work with puppetry and objects, and both 

examine at times the relationship between the body and these inanimate creations.  

"We're both solo performers, we're both women and we both address the way the female body is viewed," Miller said. "We end up 

using ourselves and our bodies as the stage, and we both interact with things that are physical extensions of ourselves." 

Longtime friends, they're excellent commentators on each other's work and their differences. "Meredith creates intricate puppets and 

costumes that enable her to transform her body into a puppet show," Mott said. "She also comes from a burlesque background, skilled 

at creating forms and costumes out of various non-traditional materials. I build a lot of sculptural costuming out of a creative use of 

materials as well, but I come from a more movement background, more interested in the quality of movement of materials." She 

earlier performed a series involving plastic shopper bags she employed to concoct a Marie Antoinette-like gown, but not in a fanciful, 

cute way. She explored the quality of the material in the way it constricted movement, a contemporary analogy to the constricting 

fashions of Antoinette's day and its implicit limitations on women. 

"Erica has a more modern aesthetic, more industrial and technological," Miller put it. "Mine is more nostalgic and precious. I'm trying 

to emulate the height of vaudeville, that's my vocabulary." 

Both women have worked with Blair Thomas. And though you may think you've never seen Miller's work, if you're a theater fan, you 

may have. "I'm professionally divided between being a performer and a designer of objects," Miller, 29, said. "Most of my paid 

professional work has been as an artisan around town, devising specialty items, puppetry design, costumes and headpieces." For 

Chicago Shakespeare Theater, she has created everything from puppets for children's programs to the bloody, hanging corpse of a king 

in "Richard III" and the cadavers of the Macduff family in "Macbeth." 

"This performance is rooted in the Jazz Age, the 1920s and '30, addressing female performance identities in live performances and 

films and the way those overlap," she said of her portions of "Hexes and Heroes." A fox fur is transformed into a puppet. "I partly 

highlight the bizarre attitudes toward women, helpless and yet sinister in their helplessness," an intriguing description of that era right 

there.  

Mott, 35, is working with fiber glass and cardboard found in alleyways, as well as a nozzle from a gasoline pump. "I've rigged the 

nozzle so that there's lipstick inside that comes out," Mott said. "The idea is to explore the mundane and the fantastic and how you 

might find the magic within the mundane. I'm also working with objects that can have multiple meanings. A gas nozzle as a gun, as an 

applicator and as a dance partner. 

"My thematic enquiry is about the complexities of women's bodies and their relationship to the notion of victory," she added. "I'm 

looking at traditional arts notions, as in 'Winged Victory,' but also at contemporary modes, such as returning female veterans from 

Iraq." Part of her construction includes a prosthetic leg crafted from found objects, in part an allusion to Leonardo da Vinci's flying 

machine--which she noted enjoyed military funding in its day. 

Miller and Mott view this double act as a way to develop their own separate full-evening programs. But who knows? They sound like 

a great team, and "Hexes and Heroes" may prove a performance partnership well worth continuing. 

 

"Hexes and Heroes" plays at 8 p.m. Friday and Saturday and 7 p.m. Sunday at Links, 3435 N. Sheffield Av. For tickets: 773-281-0824 

or brownpapertickets.com 
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